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By ANDREW SCHNEIDER
SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER SENIOR NATIONAL 
CORRESPONDENT 

© 1999 Seattle Post-Intelligencer. All rights reserved.

Uncivil Action: A town left to die 
Tiny Libby, Mont., depended for years on the jobs at a vermiculite mine. But the 
mine is closed now, and a P-I investigation shows the town is paying a tragic price 
for those jobs. Hundreds of former miners, their wives and children, and other 
townspeople have either died or been diagnosed with fatal illness from asbestos the 
mine released into the air. No one stepped in to stop the dying. Now the town 
wonders when it will end, and if the town's children are still at risk. 

"I want the people of Libby to know that we take very seriously these threats 
to their health and we are going to bring to bear the resources of EPA to solve 
the problem and prevent further harm," Yellowtail said.
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